Ohio’s Early Childhood
Strengths & Challenges

The data below provides a summary of Ohio’s most notable early childhood strengths
and challenges based on recent trends, comparisons to the U.S. overall, and rank
among all states.

' State rank

Ohio consistently ranks in the middle or bottom of the pack compared to
other states on important early childhood measures, including:

Ohio’s rank
out of 50

states and
D.C.

Food insecurity. Percent of children, ages 0-5, whose household could not
always afford to eat good, nutritious meals in the past 12 months

Early Head Start access, income-eligible infants and toddlers. Percent of
income-eligible children, ages 0-2, who had access to Early Head Start (EHS)

Preventive medical care. Percent of children, ages 0-5, who had a preventive
medical care visit in the past 12 months

Maltreatment, infants. Number of children who experienced maltreatment
(child abuse and/or neglect), per 1,000 infants under age 1

Poverty, young child. Percent of children, ages 0-5, who live in poverty
(below the federal poverty level [FPL]) and extreme poverty

Family resilience. Percent of families with children, ages 0-5, who reported
family resilience
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While there is still room for improvement, Ohio is moving in the right direction or performs

better than the U.S. average in these areas:

Ohio’s performance
Ohio compared to U.S.

Preschool suspension. Number of public preschool
students receiving one or more out-of-school
suspensions, per 1,000 children enrolled (2017-2018)

Comparison

Better

Housing cost burden. Percent of children, ages 0-5,
who lived in households where 30% or more of monthly
income is spent on rent (2019)

Better

Ohio’s Supporting
Alternatives for Fair
Education (SAFE)

Act, passed in 2018,
limited most out-of-
school suspensions and
expulsions of students in
pre-K through 3rd grade.

Eighth grade math proficiency. Percent of eighth
grade students proficient in math based on the National
Assessment of Educational Progress (2019)

Trend

Better

Home visiting, households enrolled. Number of
households enrolled in evidence-based home visiting
programs funded by the Ohio Departments of Health
(ODH) and Medicaid (ODM) (FFY 2019, FFY 2021)

Improved

Immunizations, toddlers. Percent of children, ages 19-
35 months, who received all recommended doses of
seven key vaccines (2017, 2020)

Improved

Ohio policymakers
increased funding for
home visiting services
in the last two state
budgets, allowing more
families to be served.

Poverty, young child. Percent of children, ages 0-5, who
live in poverty (below the federal poverty level [FPL]) and
extreme poverty (2016, 2019)

Improved

Problems paying bills, pregnant women. Percent of
women who had problems paying bills in the 12 months
before their baby was born (2016, 2020)

Improved

Zero-vehicle households. Percent of households with
children, ages 0-5, that have no vehicles available (2016,
2019)

Improved

Housing cost burden. Percent of children, ages 0-5,
who lived in households where 30% or more of monthly
income is spent on rent (2016, 2019)

Improved

Elevated blood lead levels, young child. Percent of
children, ages 0-5, who received a blood lead test and
had elevated blood lead levels (2017, 2020)

Improved

Young child mortality. Number of child deaths, ages
1-5, from all causes, per 100,000 children, ages 1-5 (2017,
2020)

Improved

Policies such as Ohio's
Lead Abatement Tax
Credit Program and
Lead Line Mapping
Grants have supported
efforts to reduce lead
exposure.

Homeless students. Percent of kindergarten students
experiencing homelessness (2018-2019, 2021-2022)

Improved

Note: Some metrics represent both strengths and challenges (e.g., trend improved but Ohio performs worse than the U.S. overall).
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https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/lead-abatement-tax-credit-program
https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/lead-abatement-tax-credit-program
https://governor.ohio.gov/media/news-and-media/governor-dewine-awards-lead-line-mapping-grants-10252022
https://governor.ohio.gov/media/news-and-media/governor-dewine-awards-lead-line-mapping-grants-10252022
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA132-HB-318
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA132-HB-318
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA132-HB-318
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA132-HB-318

Challenges

These are key areas where Ohio’s performance is moving in the wrong direction and/or worse than the U.S. average:

Ohio’s performance Comparison

Ohio compared to U.S.

Early Intervention service access, infants and toddlers. Percent of
children, ages 0-2, receiving IDEA Part C Early Intervention services
(2020-21)

Maltreatment, infants. Number of children who experienced
maltreatment (child abuse and/or neglect), per 1,000 infants under age
1 (2020)

Poverty, young child. Percent of children, ages 0-5, who live in poverty
(below the federal poverty level [FPL]) and extreme poverty (2019)

Eligible for and receiving WIC. Percent of children, ages 1-4, who
were eligible for WIC and received WIC benefits (2019)

Zero-vehicle households. Percent of households with children, ages
0-5, that have no vehicles available (2019)

Maternal mortality. Number of deaths from causes related to
pregnancy or its management, per 100,000 live births (2019)

Neonatal abstinence syndrome. Number of neonatal abstinence
syndrome cases among newborn hospitalizations, per 1,000 newborn
hospitalizations (2018)

Infant mortality. Number of infant deaths, under age 1, per 1,000 live
births (2019)

Trend

Maltreatment, infants. Number of children who experienced Worsened

maltreatment (child abuse and/or neglect), per 1,000 infants under age
1 (2017, 2020)

Postpartum depression. Percent of women with a live birth who Worsened
experienced postpartum depression (2017, 2020)

On track for literacy. Percent of students “on-track” for language Worsened The COVID-19

and literacy based on the Ohio Kindergarten Readiness Assessment

pandemic greatly
Revised (KRA-R) (2018-2019, 2021-2022)

affected student

Chronic absenteeism. Percent of students in grades K-3 missing at Worsened learning and

least 10% of school attendance time in a year (2018-2019, 2021-2022) ?)t;?;:sgizrigss

Positive social-emotional skills, special needs preschool. Percent of Worsened the country.
preschool students with Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) who
demonstrate improved positive social-emotional skills by the time they
turned 6 years old or existed the program (FY 2019, FY 2021)

Language, communication and literacy, special needs preschool. Worsened
Percent of preschool students with Individualized Education Programs
(IEPs) who demonstrate improved acquisition and use of knowledge
and skills including early language, communication, and literacy by the
time they turned 6 years old or exited the program (FY 2019, FY 2021)

Note: Some metrics represent both
strengths and challenges (e.g., trend
improved but Ohio performs worse

than the U.S. overall).
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https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Reset-and-Restart/Data-Insights-on-the-2020-2021-School-Year
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Reset-and-Restart/Data-Insights-on-the-2020-2021-School-Year
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Reset-and-Restart/Data-Insights-on-the-2020-2021-School-Year

Demographics of Ohio’s
Young Children

Population of young children, Ages 0-5: 823,445 Ohioans (7%)
Ohio, 2019

Ages 6+: 10,865,655 Ohioans (93%)
Source: U.S. Census Bureau (2019)

Populatlon of young children, ages 0-5, by race and ethnicity, Ohio, 2019
70.1%

ALhas 7% 6.5%
o D/
2% 0.4% 0.2%
White Black Multiracial Hispanic Asian Other American
(any race) Indian/
Alaska
Source: U.S. Census Bureau (2019) Native
Population of young :  Population of young children, ages 0-5, with
children, ages 0-5, by :  adisability (by disability type)
county type, Ohio, 2019 : 1.6%
. 98.4% with a disability
. without a disability / Of those with disabilities:
Cognitive 58.8%
o
S:Jlbfrfa,n Hearing 22.0%
Vision 21.4%
16% Self-care 15.9%
Rural non- Ambulatory 13.2%
Appalachian
Note: An individual can have more than one
1 4% disability, so the percentages do not add up to 100.
Rura
Appalachian
Note: Percent of population, ages 0-5, in Ohio who report a disability in any one or
more of the following categories: Vision, hearing, ambulatory, self-care, or cognitive.
Source: Ohio Medicaid Assessment 2 Source: U.S. Census Bureau (2019)
Survey (2019) .
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Visit GroundworkOhio.org/dashboard
for more information on the:

e Background, Process, & Methodology
e Data Appendix

The mission of Groundwork Ohio is to
ensure all young children in Ohio are
healthy and ready to learn. You can join
us in this mission by making a gift of
support at GroundworkOhio.org/donate.
Together, we will work to make sure
every child has a strong start in life.
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