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Taking an  
Evaluative View
• 8TH GRADE MATH ACHIEVEMENT As Ohio’s children continue to grow, their 

success is, in large part, a reflection of their 

earliest experiences. The same kids who 

are behind in kindergarten and third grade 

continue to fall behind in eighth grade, and 

are less likely to graduate high school and 

struggle to obtain a credential or degree. 

Ohio’s most vulnerable children often find 

themselves in the juvenile justice system. 

When children are not positioned for success 

early, Ohio pays later.
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Data Source: Ohio Department of Education, Ohio School Report Card FY17

Data Source: Ohio Department of Education, Ohio School Report Card FY17

Note: Due to small numbers of students, the county and Appalachian region graphs by race and ethnicity 
do not show results for Pacific Islanders or American Indian/Alaskan Natives. 
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Ohio Reading and Mathematics Achievement Assessments are annual 
tests given to students in grades 3-8 to measure how well students 
have learned the reading and math concepts taught in these grades. 
 

Black Asian Multiracial 
or Other

HispanicWhite ALL STUDENTS

50%

90%

10%

27%

63%

43%

68%

48%
55%

Hispanic
24.3%

68.1%

38.2%

70.9%

50.5%

31.4%

65.2%

43.9%

75.1%

51%

 Research shows that Eighth grade math achievement predicts  
high school graduation and postsecondary attainment.

R
ef

le
ct

io
n

ONLY 54.9% OF ALL STUDENTS ARE PROFICIENT IN EIGHTH GRADE MATH.  

WHAT IS THE IMPLICATION OF THIS STATISTIC FOR COLLEGE 

AND CAREER READINESS? AND HOW CAN WE INCREASE MATH 

PROFICIENCY AMONG CHILDREN OF COLOR?
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8th Grade

Math Achievement
REGIONAL ANALYSIS 

FY17 Percent of Students Proficient & Above  
on Eighth Grade Math BY RACE & ETHNICITY

Data Note: The above graph is based on the simple average rather than weighted average of county test results.
Data Source: Ohio Department of Education, Ohio School Report Card FY17

8th Grade

Math Achievement
FY17 Percent of Students Proficient & Above  

on Eighth Grade Math BY ECONOMIC STATUS

FY17 Percent of Students Proficient & Above on Eighth Grade Math 
BY ECONOMIC STATUS IN SELECTED REGIONS
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8th Grade Math Achievement:
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SOURCES
The Heckman Equation 
https://heckmanequation.org

Ohio Legislative Service Commission. House Bill 49, 132nd
General Assembly, “Budget in Detail (with FY 2017 Actual 
Expenditures).” 14 July 2017.

 K-12 Budget: State-Source GRF, LGF, PLF, LPEF Expenditures.

Child Care Budget: 
Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services: GRF, Line
#600535 “Early Care and Education”; DPF, 5KT0, Line #600696
“Early Childhood Education”; GRF, Line #600413 “Child Care
State/Maintenance of Effort.”

Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services: 
GRF, Line #336511 “Early Child Mental Health Counselors 
and Consultation.

Preschool Budget:
Ohio Department of Education: GRF, Line #200408 “Early
Childhood Education”; GRF, Line #200442 “Childcare 
Licensing.”

Home Visiting Budget:
Department of Health: GRF, Line #440459 “Help Me Grow.”

  

SOURCES
U.S. Department of Education, “College-and  
Career-Ready Students”  
www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/blueprint/college-career-ready.pdf

DATA SOURCE
Ohio Department of Education, Ohio School Report Card FY17

SECTION Drafting a New Blueprint for Success5
A Call to Action:

https://heckmanequation.org
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/blueprint/college-career-ready.pdf 
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Ohio Early Childhood Race & Rural Equity Report
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